


Teachers
Ideas for Use:

• Begin each class period with 1 (or more questions). Have students keep a section of their 
Interactive Notebooks reserved specifically for Warm-ups. (My students flip their 
notebooks over and start from the back.) They are encouraged to not lose their papers 
because a lot of my test questions come from here. The answer sheet turns into the 
perfect study guide.

• *You can also use this file at the end of the semester to review for the final exam AND at 
the end of the year to review for the CRCT!

• The questions are color-coded by GPS topic:

• Yellow = Geographic Understandings 

• Light Blue = Historical Understandings

• Blue = Government Understandings

• Green = Economic Understandings



Teachers

The following slides are answer sheets for the students to 
write down their answers. My students tape these pages 
to the back of their Interactive Notebooks. 

*You don’t have to use these sheets; they can just write 
directly in their notebooks. However, I like them because 
they can see the questions/answers all year long. Plus, the 
sheets can be used as a study guide for the BIG test at the 
end of the year!

















The natural border between France 
and Spain are the _________.

A. Ural Mountains
B. Alps
C. Pyrenees Mountains
D. Carpathian Mountains
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Russian is an example of a _______ 
language.

A. Romance
B. Slavic
C. Germanic
D. Greek
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What do German and English have in 
common?

A. They are both Romance languages.
B. They are both primarily spoken in 
Russia.
C. They are both Germanic languages.
D. They are the primary languages 
spoken in Italy.
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Which is NOT one of the four regions 
of the United Kingdom?

A. Northern Ireland
B. Belgium
C. Wales
D. Scotland
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Where did Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam all originate?

A. Southwest Asia
B. Eastern Europe
C. Northwest Asia
D. Southern Africa
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Acid rain is destroying the Black 
Forest. This is a major problem for 
what country?

A. Italy
B. United Kingdom
C. Russia
D. Germany
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The United Kingdom has set forth 
government regulations for emissions 
released from cars. They are working 
hard to reduce _________ . 
A. air pollution.
B. water pollution.
C. erosion.
D. flooding.
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The 2nd largest river in Europe (that 
runs through 12 countries) is the 
_____________ river. 

A. Rhine
B. Danube
C. Seine
D. Thames
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What is the name of the mountain 
range that divides the continents of 
Europe and Asia?

A. Alps
B. Ural Mountains
C. Pyrenees Mountains
D. Andes Mountains

9



Which European peninsula is closest to 
the Arctic Circle?

A. Scandinavian
B. Iberian
C. Italian
D. Balkan
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More than half of Europe is covered by 
a landform called the _________.

A. Central Uplands.
B. Alpine Mountain System.
C. European Plain.
D. Northwestern Highlands.

11



Which situation is an effect of acid 
rain?

A. cleaner rivers
B. destroyed forests
C. buildings and statues that look new
D. increased automobile 
manufacturing
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What is the main cause of air pollution 
in the United Kingdom?

A. nuclear reactor explosion
B. London smog
C. use of fossil fuels
D. automobile exhaust & emissions
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Which was an effect of the nuclear 
disaster at Chernobyl, Ukraine?

A. People and animals did not get sick.
B. Drinking water was unsafe for a long time.
C. Forests got healthier than they had been.
D. All the nuclear power plants in the world 
were closed.
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Which area of Russia has the greatest 
population?

A. Siberia
B. Asian Russia
C. European Russia
D. Russia’s population is spread out 
evenly across the country.
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Which condition keeps Russia’s natural 
resources from being used?

A. harsh climate and rough terrain
B. lack of workers 
C. no market for the resources
D. no government funding
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What physical feature makes it 
difficult for Italian merchants to trade 
with countries north of Italy?

A. The Alps
B. Mediterranean Sea
C. European Plain
D. Pyrenees Mountains
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In what way are the French and Italian 
languages alike?

A. The countries of France and Italy are close to 
each other.
B. They are both Romance languages that derived 
from Latin.
C. They are both the official language of the United 
Nations.
D. French and Italian share the roots of the Germanic 
languages.
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Which is the oldest of the three main 
religions of Europe?

A. Christianity
B. Islam
C. Judaism
D. Roman Catholic
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How are the three religions alike?

A. They each worship several gods.
B. They each worship only one god.
C. Each of the three religions is 
getting smaller.
D. They each use a sacred text known 
as the Bible.
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Which European countries established 
extensive empires in Asia, Africa, and the 
Americas?

A. France, Belgium, Spain, Portugal
B. France, United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal
C. Germany, France, United Kingdom, 
Spain
D. Italy, France, Portugal, Spain
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Which religion did the early European 
explorers hope to spread to Asia, 
Africa, & the Americas?

A. Islam
B. Hinduism
C. Judaism
D. Christianity
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Who was the leader of the Nazi party 
in Germany during World War II?

A. Adolf Hitler
B. Vladimir Lenin
C. Wilhelm II
D. Woodrow Wilson
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Why was Prince Henry nicknamed “the 
Navigator”?

A. He was the Prince of Portugal.
B. He discovered a trade route around the 
Americas to Asia.
C. He funded many voyages and set up the first 
school of navigation.
D. He funded the first voyage around the world. 
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Which of the following European 
countries DID NOT have any colonies 
in the Americas?

A. Spain
B. France
C. Portugal
D. Germany
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What war was a result of militarism 
and nationalism in the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries?

A. Civil War
B. Revolutionary War
C. World War I
D. Cold War
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Which was a CAUSE of the Russian 
Revolution?
A. The czar was executed.
B. There were food shortages in Russia 
and the serfs were starving.
C. The Germans showed signs of 
surrender.
D. Soldiers did not know how to use their 
weapons.
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Which person did the actions below?

A. Vladimir Lenin
B. Czar Nicholas II
C. Emperor Wilhelm II
D. Woodrow Wilson

8

Did not protect the Russian royal family
Changed Russia’s name to the Soviet Union
Set up a communist government in Russia



The Treaty of Versailles ended World War I, but some 
of the terms of the treaty contributed to the 
beginning of World War II. Which was one of the 
terms of the treaty?

A. Germany was forced to pay reparations to the 
Allied countries.
B. Germany could develop a strong army and navy.
C. It divided Germany into East and West.
D. It made Germany a world power.
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What was a goal of the Treaty of Versailles?

A. to help Germany rebuild its industry
B. to build better roads and factories in 
Germany
C. To make sure Germany did not invade 
France in the future
D. To give Great Britain and the United States 
credit for their help in WWI
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After World War I, how did the Allied countries hope 
to keep Germany from becoming too powerful again?

A. United States took over German military bases.
B. Germany was not allowed to have a large army or 
navy.
C. Germany was allowed to keep its colonies.
D. Germany did not have to pay any war debts to the 
Allied countries.
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Which country was divided during the 
Cold War:

A. France
B. Ukraine
C. Russia
D. Germany
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What happened to people who spoke out 
against Hitler?

A They were sent to Siberia.
B They were allowed to leave Germany.
C Some were put in prison; others were 
murdered.
D Nothing; freedom of speech was 
allowed.
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Which statement explains what these sentences are 
about?

A. events that led to World War I
B. feelings Germans had about other countries
C. ways that German leaders tried to rebuild their 
countries
D. reasons why Hitler and the Nazis came to power in 
Germany

14

Hitler promised to rebuild Germany’s military.
The Treaty of Versailles angered Germans.
Hitler said he would get back Germany’s lost land.



The Holocaust is associated with 
which conflict?

A. World War I
B. World War II
C. The Cold War
D. Russian Revolution
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The time of tension without direct 
warfare from 1945 to 1991 is called:

A. World War II
B. Nazism
C. Cold War
D. Holocaust
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After World War II, which two 
superpowers engaged in the Cold 
War?

A. United States and the Soviet Union
B. Germany and Italy
C. United States and Germany
D. Soviet Union and Germany

17



The Berlin Wall was built in this 
country in 1961:

A. France
B. Ukraine
C. Russia
D. Germany
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Which country was the first to begin 
exploring the west coast of Africa, looking 
for a route to Asia? (Prince Henry the 
Navigator is also from this country.)

A. France
B. Portugal
C. Spain
D. United Kingdom
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Which country did not help rebuild 
West Germany’s government after 
World War II?

A. United States
B. Soviet Union
C. France
D. United Kingdom
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Which of these types of government 
allows citizens to have the greatest 
amount of political influence?

A. dictatorship
B. direct democracy
C. absolute monarchy
D. oligarchy

1



In an autocratic (dictatorship) government, 
freedom of speech is usually ___________.

A. protected by the government as a civil right
B. guaranteed in the government's constitution
C. censored and controlled by the government
D. regulated only when it presents a clear and 
present danger
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In which system of government do states, 
cities, and counties have the least political 
power?

A. federal
B. unitary
C. confederate
D. democratic
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In Germany, the central government and 
the state governments share power.
Which of these terms best describes this 
type of government?

A. representative democracy
B. federal system
C. confederate system
D. direct democracy
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A system of government where power is 
NOT shared between the strong central 
government and state governments is a 
____________.

A. Democratic system.
B. Federal system.
C. Oligarchic system.
D. Unitary system.
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The type of government in which power 
rests with a small group of people is called 
a(n) ____________.

A. Democracy
B. Oligarchy
C. Autocracy
D. Federal Republic
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What is evident of a country that has a parliamentary 
democracy?

A. The head of state and the head of government are 
two different people, one of which is the prime 
minister.
B. The head of the country is always the King or 
Queen.
C. The head of state is the ayatollah.
D. The head of government is the president.
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The two predominate forms of democratic 
governments are parliamentary and 
_________.

A. Federal
B. Constitutional
C. Communist
D. Presidential
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How is the power distributed in a federal 
system of government?

A. The central government has complete 
control.
B. The individual states have complete control.
C. The tribe leader shares control with the 
elders.
D. The central government and the states 
share control.

9



In which type of government are citizens 
MOST likely to choose their leader?

A. Dictatorship
B. Oligarchy
C. Democracy
D. Monarchy
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In Russia, the president is both the chief 
executive and the head of state. What 
type of democracy is this?

A. Presidential Democracy
B. Parliamentary Democracy
C. Unitary Democracy
D. Constitutional Democracy
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Which type of government would most 
likely abolish all opposing political parties, 
the direct election of leaders, and 
freedom of speech?

A. Constitutional Monarchy
B. Dictatorship
C. Representative Democracy
D. Direct Democracy
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If Russia and the United States are both presidential 
democracies, how do they determine their leaders?

A. The citizens vote on the legislature, then members 
of the legislature select the leader.
B. The citizens do not get to choose the leaders.
C. The leaders are passed down through generations.
D. The citizens directly vote on the leaders in both 
countries.
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The ruler of your country has always made all of the 
political and economic decisions for the country.  The 
citizens do not always agree with his decisions, but 
they have no power to change anything.  He alone 
makes the decisions and has unlimited power. Which 
form of government do you have?

A. Parliamentary Democracy
B. Constitutional Monarchy
C. Autocracy
D. Oligarchy
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Most of the people in your country are very poor.  
You are a rich rancher and you are part of a small 
group of wealthy land owning families that holds all of 
the political power in your nation.  This small group 
makes all political decisions for your country.
Which form of government do you have?

A. Parliamentary Democracy
B. Constitutional Monarchy
C. Autocracy
D. Oligarchy
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You have just turned 18 and are voting for the 
first time in your life.  You will be voting for the 
president of your country and for other elected 
officials. Which form of government do you 
have?

A. Monarchy
B. Presidential democracy
C. Parliamentary democracy
D. Communist
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In your country, the legislative branch has 
just elected a new prime minister. Which 
form of government do you have?

A. Parliamentary Democracy
B. Constitutional Monarchy
C. Autocracy
D. Oligarchy
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In a parliamentary democracy, unlike the 
presidential system, the head of 
government belongs to which branch?

A. Legislative
B. National
C. Executive
D. Judicial
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You live in a large country that has many 
states.  The government’s power is divided 
between a central/national government and the 
state/local governments.  Which term best 
describes the type of government system you 
have?
A. Communist
B. Unitary
C. Federal
D. Oligarchy
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What type of democratic government is being 
described?

• No separation of power between executive & 
legislative branch

• Citizens vote for legislature and legislature elects 
head of government

A. Presidential Democracy
B. Parliamentary Democracy
C. Absolute Monarchy
D. Autocracy
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A product of the earth (“gift of nature”) 
that people use to meet their needs is a 
__________.

A. good.
B. natural resource.
C. free enterprise.
D. service.
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The number limit on how many items of a 
particular product can be imported from a 
particular country is the 
_______________.

A. demand.
B. quota. 
C. supply.
D. tariff.
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The economic system of communist 
countries is most closely related to which 
of the following:

A. Command economy.
B. Market economy.
C. Traditional economy.
D. Mixed economy.
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Which of the following is NOT one of the 
basic questions that all economic systems 
must answer:

A. What to produce?
B. How to produce?
C. How much to produce?
D. For whom to produce?
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A market economy is very different from a 
command economic system or a traditional 
system. Which of the following is found in 
a market economy?

A. Free labor
B. Competition between businesses
C. Government control of industry
D. Government control of agriculture
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In a command economy, economic 
decisions are made by the 
___________.

A. consumers.
B. market.
C. government.
D. producers.
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Which is an example of human capital?

A. Education
B. Roads
C. Factories
D. Machinery
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Who owns the resources in a command 
economy?

A. the government
B. no one
C. individuals
D. private businesses
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How are goods and services exchanged in 
a traditional economy?

A. through prices and wages
B. through government regulation
C. through bartering
D. through shortages and surpluses
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Which trade barrier sets up a complete 
ban on trading between countries?

A. mountain
B. tariff
C. quota
D. embargo
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There are no truly pure Market economic 
systems, but which of the following 
countries is close?

A. Cuba
B. Russia
C. China
D. United States
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What is an example of a physical trade 
barrier?

A. quota
B. tariff
C. mountain
D. embargo
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Which of the following BEST describes a 
market system?

A. The government provides services, such as 
telephones and television.
B. A person can start any legal business and 
charge any price.
C. The government provides food and housing 
to all workers.
D. Businesses are owned by the government.
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Why is it important for a country to invest in human 
capital?

A. A country needs money in order to pay its 
workers.
B. Workers enjoy getting extra training and job 
opportunities.
C. Businesses cannot do all the training needed by 
workers to be successful.
D. A country’s economy is more successful when 
workers have good education and health care.

14



What is an entrepreneur?

A. A person who starts a new business.
B. A leader of a country.
C. A worker in a factory.
D. A student in college.
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When a government decides to increase a 
tariff, it increases the amount of a tax 
placed upon   ___________.

A. people’s income.
B. imported goods.
C. renewable resources.
D. people’s property.
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Most democratic nations have _______ 
economies.

A. mixed.
B. traditional.
C. command.
D. market.
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This is an economic system where people 
follow the occupation of their ancestors:

A. command.
B. market.
C. mixed.
D. traditional.
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What is a main reason for people to 
exchange currency?

A. to have foreign money
B. to use American dollars to trade 
C. to make more money by trading 
currencies
D. to buy and sell goods and services with 
other countries 

19



Which is an example of a company investing in 
capital goods? 

A. providing health care for workers
B. providing classes for workers to learn new 
skills
C. keeping an old machine to see if it will last 
longer
D. buying new computers to build products 
more quickly
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Teachers
Thank you for downloading this file. I hope you enjoy using it with your 

students, and I can’t wait to read your feedback in my TPT store! 

• For more social studies materials, please visit my store: 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Brain-Wrinkles

(The presentation notes, graphic organizers, activities, tests, etc. that I 

use to teach the concepts on these warm-ups are also in my store.)
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