
European Exploration and 
Colonization 



ÅSocial Studies Swag 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1NUlrfLwNU


Do you know the answers to these 
questions? 

ÅWhy did European exploration begin in the 15th 
century? 
ÅWhere did Europeans want to go? 
ÅWhat did Europeans want from Asia? 
ÅWhich European countries tried to find trade 

routes to Asia? 
Å²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ 

through the Mediterranean? 
ÅWhy did Western European nations search for 

water routes instead of land routes? 
ÅWhat did Europeans use the compass and 

astrolabe for? 

 



TRADE Find cheaper 

water routes to 

access Asian 

merchants ς land 

routes blocked 

and more 

expensive 

Access to spices 

(like pepper, 

cinnamon, and 

cloves) 

  

Find places to sell 

goods 

  

Find natural 

resources   

  

NEW 

TECHNOLOGY 

The Astrolabe: An 

ancient Greek 

device used to find 

latitude  

The Compass: 

invented by the 

Chinese to help 

navigators find the 

magnetic north  

The cross-staff (for 

direction) 

  

Better ships ς the 

caravel 

(Portuguese ship) 

and better maps 

  

RISE OF NEW 

NATIONS 

Rise in towns and 

trade  

Money for armies 

and navies  

Strong central 

governments, 

spreading 

Christianity 

Portugal, Spain, 

France, England  

PRINCE HENRY 

THE NAVIGATOR 

Portuguese Prince 

  

Paid for trips to 

Africa 

  

Developed trade 

routes to Africa  

  

Started a 

navigation school 

in southern 

Portugal 

  



Competition 

ÅItaly and the Muslim Turks had control over 
trade routes through the Mediterranean Sea 
and the land routes. Western Europeans had 
to compete with Italians and Turks for trade.  

 



wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ о DΩǎΗΗ 

ÁGod ς spread of Christianity 

ÁGold ς to trade and become wealthy 
(gold and spices) 

ÁGlory ς explorers were seen as heroes if 
they discovered new lands 

 



Vocabulary  

ÅExploration: people leaving home to see new 
places and returning to tell their home 
countries  

ÅColonization: people leaving home to start a 
new community and life by taking over 
another part of the world  

ÅImperialism: a country gets many colonies 
and builds an empire where they completely 
control other parts of the world.   



Colony and Market 

Å! άcolonyέ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 
foreign power.  

ïExample: Britain established colonies in the 
Americas. 

Å! άmarketέ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
things may be sold. 

ïExample: America is a market for Chinese goods 
because we buy goods from China. 

 



Colony or Market? 

ÅJamestown was under the laws of England 
even though it was located in the Americas. 

ÅCanada buys goods from the United States. 

ÅIn the 16th century, Spain conquered Peru.  
They made Spanish the official language 
there. 

ÅChina began to trade with Europe through the 
Silk Road. 

 



Exploration and Discovery 

ÅAlthough explorers 
were looking for 
trade routes to Asia, 
they discovered new 
lands in the 
Americas, Africa, and 
Asia. 



Colonies 

ÅEuropean countries established colonies in the 
Americas, Africa, and Asia. 







Process of Colonization 

Trade 

ωEuropeans sent 
explorers to find 
trade routes to 
the East 

Discovery 

ωExplorers found 
new lands. 

Colonization 

ωEurope 
established 
colonies in new 
lands. 



What were the benefits of 
establishing colonies? 



Imports 

ÅColonies provided raw materials to European 
countries. 

(Raw materials are natural materials like gold, 
silver, ivory, silk, sugar, and spices.) 

 



Exports 

ÅColonies bought goods from the home 
country.  

Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΧ 

ÅColonies became markets for European goods. 



Competition for Colonies 

ÅWestern European countries competed with 
each other to control as many colonies as 
possible.  



A Time of Exploration and Discovery 

ÁThe 1400s were a time of 
discovery and exploration 
for Europe. 

 

ÁMain countries involved 
in exploration: 

·Portugal 

·Spain  

·England 

·France 

 



PORTUGAL 

Á1st Europeans to explore the unknown New 
World 

Á1st to sail around the tip of Africa to Asia 

ÁAlso wanted to spread Christianity and to stop 
the expanding Muslim empire 

ÁMainly explored what is now Brazil in the New 
World--this is why Brazilian culture today is 
heavily influenced by Portugal 

 

 



People to know 1 - Prince Henry the 
Navigator 

ÅPortuguese Prince 

ÅStarted a navigation 
school in southern 
Portugal 

ÅPaid for exhibitions 
(trips) to Africa 

ÅDeveloped trade routes 
to Africa  

ÅEmployed mapmakers 
to make detailed maps, 
ship makers made the 
caravel 



People to Know 2 - Bartholomew Dias 
Bartholomew Dias was a Portuguese explorer who was the first 
to sail around the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa. 



People to Know 3 - Vasco da Gama 
Vasco da Gama was a Portuguese explorer who sailed around 
the Cape of Good Hope and made it to the coast of India. Da 
Gama established the first water trade route with Europe and 
Asia.  



SPAIN 

ÁVery curious about the New World 

ÁWanted to have a larger empire 

ÁSearched for spices, gold, and silver 

ÁUsed missionaries to spread Christianity 

ÁNeeded gold and silver to pay for wars with 
the Turkish Empire 



People to Know 4 - Christopher 
Columbus  

Christopher Columbus was sent by Spain.  He discovered the 
Americas (North and South) by accident on his way to find a new 
trade route.  



Christopher Columbus  

ÅHe sailed for King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella of Spain. 

ÅHis voyages began a period 
marked by European empires. 

ÅNote: He was NOT the first 
European to reach the 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀǎΦ  IŜΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
because, after his trip, more 
Europeans traveled to the 
New World. 

 

Å1492: first expedition--landed 
in the Caribbean (Bahamas) 
ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ά ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŜǎέ 
because he thought he was in 
India 
 


